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CEREMONY

Monday, September 14, 2026
10:00 A.M.

Bovard Auditorium
USC University Park Campus

Los Angeles 



Welcome from the Division
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

Associate Dean, Chair, and Mrs. T.H. Chan Professor of 
Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy

Keynote Address
Esther Yejin Suh Kwon MA, OTR/L

Co-Founder and Executive Director Dwelle Collaborative -
Qualified 

Presentation of Master’s Students
Emily Ochi OTD, OTD, OTR/L

Director of the Post-Professional Master of Arts Program,
Associate Professor of Clinical Occupational Therapy

Presentation of OTD Students
Samia Rafeedie OTD, OTR/L, BCPR, CBIS, FAOTA

Director of the Entry-Level Doctorate of Occupational Therapy Program,
Director of Health and Safety, Professor of Clinical Occupational Therapy

Oath of an Occupational Therapist
Julie McLaughlin Gray PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

Associate Chair for Academic, Faculty, and Student Affairs, 
Director of the China Initiative, Professor of Clinical Occupational Therapy

Welcome to the Trojan Family
Michele Berro MA, OTR/L

OT Clinical Manager of Outpatient Services at 
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center

Closing Remarks
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

PROGRAM



POST-PROFESSIONAL MASTER OF ARTS IN 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY — CLASS OF 2027

Cristian Bueno
Christine Jane Chacker

Hui Shan Cheng
Li-Ling Hao

Jing-Ruei Hung
Yi Yun Liao

Ching Yi Mui
Heng Zhen Rong

Yu Chen Tsai
Kasumi Yamakawa
Yuan-Zhen Zhang



ENTRY-LEVEL DOCTORATE OF OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY — CLASS OF 2029

Aika Abrena
Katherine Allen
Kenia Becerra
Devan Belles

Daniela Benitez
Emma Blanck
Maia Bowman
Evelyn Brewer
Sarahy Brito

Jahnise Brown
Desiree Burton
Angelina Calub
Yexalen Casas
Daniel Cassel
Mary Castillo

Chloe Ella Cervantes
Kyla Chang
Clare Cho

Cayden Choi
Amara Coar
Sohrob Cole
Kate Collier 
Andrew Cruz
Luna Cuevas
Ariana David

Mia Diaz
Jacqueline Felicity Diaz

Lucca Elizabeth Domenici-Mills

Auriona Dyson
Odalys Espinoza

AJ Ezratty
Brianna Fernandez

Vanessa Flores
Mariela Flores Hernandez

Hannah Francisco
Trent Gagnier

Emma Ghalustians
Halli Rae Gigante

Molly Gold
Razel Haley Guintu

Alyssa Gutzke
Samantha Hastings

Reyna Ho
Ruth Hong

Nareh Hovsepian
Shengze Hu
Grace Hull

Marija Hunter
Justin Hur

Ngoc-Tran Huynh
Amirah Joseph

Nitya Kalapatapu
Pauline Kim
Sydney Lam
Grace Lane
Jenelle Lara



Bing Lau
Kim Le

Janice Lee
Esther Lee

Eden Lemons
Karina Leon Alvarado

Claudia Lim
Megan Liu
Avery Lord

Sophia Lovalvo
Makayla Lui

Savannah Madrigal
Denise Mammolito

Amerie Manzo
Kawehilani Mark

Amanda Martins de Silva
Tawanda Meda
Nora Meugniot

Paul Mintzer
Gabriel Miramontes
Kyle Mona-Hunter
Angelica Morales
Casey Mosbacher

Jordan Mullin
Angel Nim

Xiomara Nolasco Corona
Vanessa NyBlom

Chloe O’Brien

Ellie Olenwine
Noemi Oliva

Elizabeth Ortega
Ava Paez

Jaeya Park
Rena Pau

Jamie Pigao
Malia Preisendorf
Stephanie Quijada

Eliana Ramirez
Yesenia Ramirez Hernandez

Ian Ranches
Samantha Roos

Kiley Rorich
Noelle Rueda
Pauline Ryu

Elena Sadeghi
Lauren Sadighpour

Nevaeh Salcido
Natalie Santos
Kailyn Schell

Lauren Schneider
Sequoia Simmons

Brianna Singer
Whitney Slome

Allie Song
Reese Starna

Jenna Studenicka

ENTRY-LEVEL DOCTORATE OF OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY — CLASS OF 2029



Feizah Addyson Teope
Cydney Thornton

Jennie Tian
Julia Todd

Gabrielle Uyeda
Katie Vashakidze

Samani Villanueva
Ivan Villegas
Asia Walker

Zirui (John) Wu
Andrew Yoon

Sophie Youssefian
Jin Zhang

Lynne Zhao
Lauren Ziskin

ENTRY-LEVEL DOCTORATE OF OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY — CLASS OF 2029



OATH OF AN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST

From the privilege and rights this coat confers, I hereby pledge my knowledge

and skills to the good of those whom I serve. Therefore, I will:

Endeavor to keep both the profession and the occupational needs

of the clients and communities I serve foremost in my thoughts and actions;

Deliver occupational therapy services that demonstrate the pursuit of excellence,

celebrate individual differences, and respect all people equally;

Advocate for the services and rights of clients, regardless of constraints I may face;

Strive to act in a manner consistent with the philosophical base and values

of the profession by upholding the occupational therapy Code of Ethics,

abiding with those who need care, accepting the potential of personal risk,

and advancing the dignity of all people;

And model and foster leadership, and facilitate personal and professional growth

in myself, in my profession, and in others.

In keeping with the unifying values of the University of Southern California,

I swear to be receptive to what those around me can teach,

be committed to scholarship and the pursuit of truth,

and be dedicated to building a community of

justice, respect, and the common good.

The Oath of an Occupational Therapist is adapted for use from the Occupational Therapy
Department, School of Pharmacy and Health Profession, Creighton University (2002).



Fight On for ol’ SC

Our men Fight On to victory.

Our Alma Mater dear, looks up to you

Fight On and win for ol’ SC

Fight On to victory.

Fight On!

USC FIGHT SONG
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