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All Hail to Alma Mater

To thy glory we sing;

All Hail to Southern California

Loud let thy praises ring;

Where Western sky meets Western sea

Our college stands in majesty;

Sing our love to Alma Mater,

Hail, all hail to thee!



OPENING REMARKS & GREETINGS
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Associate Dean, Chair and Mrs. T.H. Chan Professor
of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy

AWARD PRESENTATIONS
Elizabeth June Yerxa Award 

Lela Llorens Award for Creativity in Occupational Therapy

Lisa Marie Bucher Award

Margaret S. Rood Award for Professional Promise

Outstanding Contribution in the Role of Teaching Assistant

Spirit of Occupational Therapy Award

Trojan Spirit Award

Distinguished Contribution to Research or Writing in Occupational
Science and Occupational Therapy

Mark and Semira Moshayedi Innovation Award

STUDENT CELEBRATORY MESSAGE
María Cristina Jiménez

CLOSING REMARKS
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES &
PHOTO THANKS

MEMORIES AT USC CHAN PHOTO SLIDESHOW

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM



Elizabeth June Yerxa Award
This award is presented to a graduate student for academic excellence, outstanding 
scholarly research and dedication toward the enrichment of the profession.

Amanda Wiles

Lela Llorens Award for Creativity in Occupational Therapy
This award is given to an OTD student for a high level of commitment and dedication 
with programs and ideas that contribute to the creative enhancement of occupa-
tional therapy.

Elizabeth Zepeda

Lisa Marie Bucher Award
This award is presented to the student who demonstrates loyalty, trustworthiness, 
creativity, and the ability to make extraordinary accomplishments that further the 
educational mission of the division.

Janis Yue

Margaret S. Rood Award for Professional Promise
This award is given to a student for professional promise and personal excellence.

Veerali Juthani

Outstanding Contribution in the Role of Teaching Assistant
This award recognizes creativity and dedication in the support of programming to 
enhance learning opportunities in the occupational therapy program.

Katherine Wechsler

Spirit of Occupational Therapy
This award is given to the student that best exemplifies the spirit of occupational
therapy through their commitment, caring attitude, spirit and compassion for 
others.

María Cristina Jiménez

Trojan Spirit Award
This award recognizes loyal leadership and dedicated service toward improving the 
quality of student life and campus community programs within the multiple spheres 
of university life.

Daniel Padilla Vega

AWARDS



Distinguished Contribution to Research or Writing in Occupational Science and
Occupational Therapy
This award is presented to a student at the master’s level who has demonstrated 
initiative, creativity and skills in the research process or development of a theoretical 
paper.

Yiyang (Sunny) Fang

Mark and Semira Moshayedi Innovation Award
This award is given to the student whose innovative work enables improvement in 
health and wellness through technological innovation.

Kevin Uhrik for Sit-to-Stand Tray

CANDIDATES FOR THE
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Aubree Bender-Ocana
Justin Chan

Sophia Cross
Niya Esperanza

Galen Freedman
Kayla Gan

Sharada Krishnan
Annie Lee
John Lee

Jessica Pryt
Samantha Randolph

Jessie Tien
Bethany Yew



CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Elizabeth Herring
Brianna Hom

Amanda Hustedπ

Ashley Hvidt
Kathryn Hylton
Jillian Hyman
Kaho Ishizuki
Esther Jahng

Edith Jauregui
Maria Cristina Jimenezπ

Veerali Juthaniπ

Naurezah Kaiser
Rachel Kentπ

Angela Kim
Caroline Kim
Dawny Kim

Sun Young Kaitlyn Kim
Ty Kim

Kristina Kioskerides
Debbie Kuang

Kaley Kubokawaπ

Evan Kuchel
Jee Eun Jennifer Lai

Maidi Anele Lazol
Patricia Le

Hyun Jeong Lee
Linda Lee

Hung-Yi Lin
Yi-Fan Lin

Annalou Lingatπ

Rachel Lipari
Jodi Lipschitz
Jessie Louieπ

Yan Yi Lui
Julie Lutz
Cindy Ly

Shona Maherπ

Jillian Marcucciπ

Margaret Markley
Jacqueline Martin
Alyssa Martinezπ

Christina Martinezπ

Chandanbala Maru

Andrea Jenine Abad
Parisa Aframian
Lamia Alhoshan

Deena Alhusseini
Adelita Arredondo

Milah Behlmaier
Eliana Bendetsonπ

Czarina Mariel Biagtan
Nelson Bohorquez

Katie Bui
Nikki Arabelle Bundangπ

Jessica Cabralπ

Erika Camara
Emily Campi

Michelle Canales
Kelly Chang
Elaine Che

Maggie Chen
Jenny Chow
Lois Chyunπ

Sarah Colemanπ

Megan Connerπ

Ceridwyn Creswell
Katherine Crustsinger

Kathleen Davidson
Miryam Dayan
Mina Delavar

Glenn Japeth Dia
Karen Diaz

Nora Dixonπ

Cheyenne Dixon
Erin Dos Santos

Rachel Eckerlingπ

Lindsey Edgellπ

Sarah Elissa
Yiyang Fang
Claire Ficca

Savanna Forryπ

Cecilia Garciaπ

Alexis Gavilanes
Andrew Godinezπ

Kaelyn Green
Darya Heidary



Madison McCannπ

Kristin McConnellπ

Cynthia McCullough
Erin McDonald
Mia McGovern

Katie Miller
Kellie Miyashima

Tiffany Moore
Emily Morton

Katelyn Muldoon
Hannah Naπ

Vita Naujokaitis
Jane Nava

Michelle Ngo
Nikki Nguyen
Yen-Ting Ni
Tsam Ning

Catherine Noonan
Kathryn O’Brien

Caitlin O’Donnell
Ani Oganesyan
Lauren Otero

Mika Ley Pacifico
Daniel Padilla Vega

Bethrese Padini
Marissa Palanzaπ

Hasmin Palo
Yen Wen Pan
Heeju Park

Na Eon Esther Park
Rylie Pecciaπ

Melissa Penaπ

Macy Peralta
Gwenn Petrillo

Kevin Phan
Elizabeth Phelps

Kiana Phillips
Sheena Pierreπ

Amanda Preston
Caitlin Pulone

Karen Radomski
Elijah Cassidy Ramos
Reuben Jay Raynes

Rachaya Ritprasertπ

Marilyn Rodriguez
Andrew Rosales

Alexie Rubin
Trevor San Antonioπ

Prutha Satpute
Rachel Schey

Emma Schieweπ

Noelle Schornπ

Joseph Schott
Amy Segura
Lisa Semro
Joyce Seo

Caitlin Smithπ

Chandrica Smith
Lauren Smith

Anna Solomonπ

Erica Steuer
Nolan Mathew Sucdadπ

Christie Sue
Derrick Sumampong

Yu Tang
Lindsey Taylor

Christopher Tjuπ

Justin Tran
Morgan Troiano

Angelica Tuasonπ

Tiffany Tung
Kevin Uhrikπ

Daniela Valle
Jose Rafael Wagas
Nina Wakayamaπ

Maylen Wang
Melissa Ward

Katherine Wechslerπ

Li Shan Weeπ

Meghan Wentzel
John Jack Williams

Kayla Williams
Amy Yehπ

Nicole Yoon
Janis Yue

Sabika Zaidi

π denotes membership in Pi Theta Epsilon



CANDIDATES FOR THE
DOCTORATE OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY DEGREE

Alexis Nalbach
Evan Nicholas

Kiara Ota
Kent Oya

Colleen Patterson
Jessica Pedersen

Julian Prado
Marinthea Richter

Chelsea Rivera
Kimberly Roberson

Carly Roberts
Ana Sanchez

Raquel Saunders
Hyon Min Shin

Creig Smith
Rebecca Snyder

Lillian Sun
Elissa Taylor

Julianne Teng
Sarina Tetley
Sonia Trejo

Alya Turcotte
Michael Vayntrub

Valentina Vera Carrasquero
Rosa Vessal
Ying Vuong

Emma Wallace
Hui Angela Wang

Yushi Wang
Jackson Watts

Shannon Westerberg
Amanda Wiles
Nicole Wright

Prisca Wu
Ozan Yay
Joyce Yoo
Amy Zhao

Pengchen Patrice Zhao

Melina Allahverdian
Kiara Althaus

Omar Arid
Mineh Badmagharian

Areli Benitez
Ashley Bonzell

Erin Bussell
Colleen Carroll

Candace Chatman
Ellie Clark
Hali Curry

Talent Dang
Lauren Espinoza

Alexandra Freeman
Elizabeth Liza Gerwig

Mollianne Grager
Patrick Harding
Sara Harrison

Madeline Hayward
Angeline Hernandez

Raquel Heyman
Faith Hicks
Thu Hoang

Serena Hobson
Anusha Hossain

Hannah Hung
Sarah Kim

Lisa Le
Elissa Lee

Gyeom Bi Lee
James Lee
Tabitha Lin

Jody Liu
Melissa Martinez
Richard McHam
Claudia Melgar
Vanessa Miller
Mariah Morris



FACULTY MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE DEAN, CHAIR AND MRS. T.H. CHAN PROFESSOR OF
OCCUPATIONAL SCIENCE AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

PROFESSORS
Sharon Cermak EdD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Gelya Frank PhD, MPW
Mary Lawlor ScD, OTR/L, FAOTA

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Lisa Aziz-Zadeh PhD
Shawn Roll PhD, OTR/L, RMSKS, FAOTA, FAIUM
Elizabeth Pyatak PhD, OTR/L, CDCES, FAOTA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Sook-Lei Liew PhD, OTR/L
Bobbi Pineda PhD, OTR/L, CNT

PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY	
Erna Blanche PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA 
Katie Jordan OTD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Julie McLaughlin Gray PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Rebecca Aldrich PhD, OTR/L
Arameh Anvarizadeh OTD, OTR/L
Sarah Bream OTD, OTR/L 
Allison Chu OTD, OTR/L
Chantelle Rice Collins OTD, OTR/L, CDCES
Celso Delgado Jr. OTD, OTR/L, BCMH
Camille Dieterle OTD, OTR/L
Don Gordon PhD, OTR/L 
Ashley Halle OTD, OTR/L
Jess Holguin OTD, OTR/L
Karrie Kingsley OTD, OTR/L
Linda Liang OTD, OTR/L, SCLV, CLT, HTC
Michael McNulty OTD, OTR/L
Phuong Nguyen OTD, OTR/L
Danny Park OTD, OTR/L 
Deborah Pitts PhD, OTR/L, BCMH, CPRP, FAOTA
Samia Rafeedie OTD, OTR/L, BCPR, CBIS



ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY (CONT.)
Clarissa Saunders-Newton PhD, OTR/L
Ashley Uyeshiro Simon OTD, OTR/L, MSCS 
Shelby Surfas OTD, OTR/L
Myka Winder OTD, OTR/L

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Yasi Amanat OTD, OTR/L, CLT
Amber Bennett OTD, OTR/L
Brett Buford OTD, OTR/L
Adley Chan OTD, OTR/L
Jennifer Chan OTD, OTR/L
Laura Cox OTD, OTR/L
Catherine Crowley OTD, OTR/L 
Karen Crum OTD, OTR/L
Rebecca Cunningham OTD, OTR/L
Heather Gates OTD, OTR/L
Janet Gunter OTD, OTR/L, SWC
Lucy Hosoda OTD, OTR/L
Tracy Jalaba OTD, OTR/L
Jennifer Jones OTD, OTR/L, SWC
Kimberly Perring Lenington OTD, OTR/L
Carnie Lewis OTD, OTR/L, Neuro-IFRAH
Diego Lopez OTD, OTR/L
Marissa Marchioni OTD, OTR/L, CEAS
John Margetis OTD, OTR/L
Stephanie Mielke OTD, OTR/L
Tessa Milman OTD, OTR/L
Stacey Morikawa OTD, OTR/L
Kimberly Morris-Eggleston OTD, OTR/L
Jodie Murakami OTD, OTR/L, CKTP
Kristin Nxumalo OTD, OTR/L
Emily Ochi OTD, OTR/L
Karen Park OTD, OTR/L, SWC, CLE, BCP 
Kristy Payne OTD, OTR/L
Elyse Peterson OTD, OTR/L
Kelsey Peterson OTD, OTR/L, Neuro-IFRAH
Allison Phillips OTD, OTR/L
Lindsey Reeves OTD, OTR/L, CEAS
Janice Rocker OTD, OTR/L, CHT, CEAS
Malia Sako OTD, OTR/L

FACULTY MEMBERS (CONT.)



ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY (CONT.)
Linsey Smith OTD, OTR/L
Emily Sopkin OTD, OTR/L
Stephanie Tsai OTD, OTR/L
Bari Turetzky OTD, OTR/L
Christine Turnbull OTD, OTR/L
Samantha Valasek OTD, OTR/L
Jamie Wilcox OTD, OTR/L

INSTRUCTORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
Aimee Aguillon OTR/L
Jenna Kobara OTD, OTR/L, SWC	
Deanna Mannarelli MA, OTR/L
Whitney Pike OTR/L
Joan Vartanian OTR/L

PROFESSORS OF RESEARCH
Michael Carlson PhD
John Sideris PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF RESEARCH
Jesús Díaz OTD, OTR/L 
Cheryl Vigen PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF RESEARCH
Stefanie Bodison OTD, OTR/L
Leah Stein Duker PhD, OTR/L
Christopher Laine PhD
Stacey Schepens Niemiec PhD, OTR/L
	
RESEARCH ADJUNCT ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
Nora Kashani JD, OTR/L

RESEARCH ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR
Ana Verran MA, OTR/L, CDRS

ADJUNCT ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Bonnie Nakasuji OTD, OTR/L, C/NDT, FAOTA



FACULTY MEMBERS (CONT.)

BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Semira Dariushnia MD, DAAFP
Linda Florey PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Mary Foto OT/L, FAOTA
Mary Kay Gallagher MA, OTR/L
Grace Ho MA, MPH, OTR/L
Kathy Hoffmann-Grotting OTR/L, FAOTA
Susan Knox PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Lawrene Kovalenko MA, OTR
Keith Matsutsuyu
Colette Nagami OTR/L 
Shawn Phipps PhD, MS, OTR/L, FAOTA

FAOTA denotes a Fellow of the American Occupational Therapy Association

ADJUNCT ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Sue Bowles OTD, MBA, OTR/L
Merry Lee OTD OTR/L, SWC
Colin Lenington OTD, OTR/L, ATP, CAPS
Pamela Roberts PhD, OTR/L, SCFES, FAOTA, CPHQ, FNAP
Joan Surfus OTD, OTR/L, BCP, SWC 

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Remy Chu Jr.  MHA, OTR/L, PAM, HTC, SWC, CSRS, CBIS, Neuro-IFRAH
Lisa Deshaies OTR/L, CHT
Heidi Dombish MS, OTR/L

PROFESSORS EMERITI
Florence Clark PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Linda Fazio PhD, OTR/L, LPC, FAOTA
William Morgan PhD
Elizabeth Yerxa EdD, LHD (Hon.), DSc (Hon.), DMed. (Hon.), OTR, FAOTA
Ruth Zemke PhD, OTR, FAOTA



2019-20 STUDENT OFFICERS

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY AND SCIENCE COUNCIL

CHAIR
Nora Dixon

VICE CHAIR
Shawyon Aminirad

SECRETARY
Caroline Kim

TREASURER
Jennifer Lai

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR
Linda Lee

EVENTS COMMITTEE CHAIR
Katie Bui

GRADUATE STUDENT GOVERNMENT SENATORS
Li Shan Wee & Sam Randolph

FUNDRAISING CHAIRS
Daniel Padilla Vega & Jessie Tien

PHILANTHROPY CHAIRS
Christie Sue & Adam Strizich

SOCIAL CHAIR
Jeffrey Palomino

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CHAIRS
Sanny Ning & Calvin Lee

SOCIAL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES
Janis Yue & Samantha Coelho

FACULTY LIAISONS
Noelle Schorn & John J. Lee



AOTA ASD REPRESENTATIVES
Bethrese Padini & Jenna Freeman

OTAC REPRESENTATIVES
Evan Kuchel & Kayla Johari

UNDERGRADUATE REPRESENTATIVE
Leiyanne Roldan

ADVISORS
Allison Chu & Samia Rafeedie

PI THETA EPSILON OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY HONOR SOCIETY

CO-PRESIDENTS
Anna Solomon & Rachel Eckerling

VICE PRESIDENT
Amy Yeh

SECRETARY
Ceci Garci

TREASURER
Lindsey Edgell

MARKETING DIRECTOR
Trevor San Antonio

ADVISORS
Julie McLaughlin Gray & Myka Winder

Congratulations to the Class of 2020!

The students, faculty and staff of the USC Mrs. T.H. Chan
Division of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy

extend their deepest appreciation to the families and friends 
of the Class of 2020 for their support and encouragement!

Fight On!



Fight On for ol’ SC

Our men Fight On to victory.

Our Alma Mater dear, looks up to you

Fight On and win for ol’ SC

Fight On to victory.

Fight On!




