
2021 Virtual 
Commencement
Celebration

May 13, 2021, at Eleven O’Clock 



All Hail to Alma Mater

To thy glory we sing;

All Hail to Southern California

Loud let thy praises ring;

Where Western sky meets Western sea

Our college stands in majesty;

Sing our love to Alma Mater,

Hail, all hail to thee!



OPENING REMARKS & GREETINGS
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Associate Dean, Chair and Mrs. T.H. Chan Professor
of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
Neil Harvison PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Chief Officer, Knowledge Division
American Occupational Therapy Association 

AWARD PRESENTATIONS
Julie McLaughlin Gray PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Associate Chair for Curriclum and Faculty
Director of China Initiative

STUDENT CELEBRATORY MESSAGE
Christopher Chu

CLOSING REMARKS
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES 
AND APPRECIATION PHOTOS

MEMORIES AT USC CHAN SLIDESHOW

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM



Elizabeth June Yerxa Award
This award recognizes academic excellence, outstanding scholarly research, and 
dedication toward the enrichment of the profession.

Yun Ju (Claire) Chen

Lela Llorens Award for Creativity in Occupational Therapy
This award is given for a high level of commitment and dedication to programs and 
ideas that contribute to the creative enhancement of occupational therapy.

Marshae Franklin

Lisa Marie Bucher Award
This award is presented to a student who demonstrates loyalty, trustworthiness, 
creativity, and the ability to make extraordinary accomplishments that further the 
educational mission of the division.

Delaney Smith

Penelope Louise Richardson Award
This award is presented to a doctoral student who demonstrates outstanding 
potential in fulfilling the role of a faculty member. The awardee possesses qualities 
inherent to an academic future dedicated toward lifelong learning, diversity, student 
centeredness, and a strong commitment to teaching.

Ty Kim

Margaret S. Rood Award for Professional Promise
This award is given to a student in recognition of professional promise and personal 
excellence.

Kayla Johari

Outstanding Contribution in the Role of Teaching Assistant
This award is for creativity and dedication in the support of programming to enhance 
the learning opportunities provided by the division.

Stephanie Gomez-Rubalcava 

Spirit of Occupational Therapy
This award is given to the student who best exemplifies the spirit of ccupational 
therapy through their commitment, caring attitude, spirit and compassion for 
others.

Adam Strizich

AWARDS



Trojan Spirit Award
This award recognizes loyal leadership and dedicated service toward improving the 
quality of student life and campus community programs within the multiple spheres 
of university life.

Brendan LaScala

Distinguished Contribution to Research or Writing in Occupational Science and 
Occupational Therapy
This award is presented to a student at the master’s level who has demonstrated 
initiative, creativity and skills in the research process or development of a theoretical 
paper.

Sharadan Krishnan

Mark and Semira Moshayedi Innovation Award
This award is given to the student whose innovative work enables improvement in 
health and wellness through technological innovation.

Christopher Tju for HandsOn Arcade

Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Award
This award is presented to the student who demonstrates effective leadership and 
dedication to efforts to promote diversity, access, and equity.

Daniel Padilla Vega

Political Action and Advocacy Award
This award is presented to the student who demonstrates  leadership through 
political action and advocacy in service of occupational science and therapy 
stakeholders, students, and/or professionals.

Mil Wajanakunakorn

2021 CANDIDATES FOR THE
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Matthew Cho
Shayna Chua

Kaela Goldberg
Jocelyn Lee

Yu Chien (Kelly) Liao

Seth Mitchell
Anna Niesman

Carissa Saunders
Ella Wilson



2021 CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Katherine deMuth
Mary Josephine Dizonπ

Julianna Doleπ

Edna Ella Entsuah
Francisco Espinoza
Alexandra Feldman
Gabrielle Frasherπ

Rosemary Frausto
Galen Freedman
Jenna Freeman

Kayla Ganπ

April Gayoso
Stephani Gharehptian

Stephanie Gomez-Rubalcavaπ

Margaret Goodfellow
Elizabeth Goodman

Anahit Grigoryan
Hye Won (Helen) Han

HsinYu Han
Emily Heerde

Brianna Hernanadez
Kristina Hoπ

Katrina Hoffman
Bethany Hom
Ericka Ibarra

Carli Jimenezπ

Kayla Johariπ

Caitlin Joletteπ

Tam Kaki
Wafaa Khairallah

Alexis Killam Vanni
Heekyung Kim

Jisu Kim
Caroline Klein

Sharada Krishnanπ

Brendan LaScala
Jeanette Le
 Alex Leeπ

Annie Lee

Joleena Pauline Acolola
Joana Nana Serwaa Akrofi

Bandar Awad Alharbi
Kaainaat Ali

Shawyon Aminirad
Corinne Archerπ

Jerzl Anne Awit
Samantha Babbidgeπ

Gianna Barken
Sydney Bastπ

Laura Bautista
Aubree Bender-Ocana

Rachel Berkovich
Heather Bermudezπ

Jennifer Bianzon
Jillian Bothwell

Elizabeth Broske
Denise Bui

Bridget Callahan
Alyssa Capellino

Daphne Carcedo Cravens
Gabriel Carcedo Cravens

Monica Caris
Elaine Carreonπ

Kathryn Cassutt
Emeli Castillo
Justin Chan

Cailee Chapman
Thai Chau

Isabella Chen
Gabrielle Chengπ

Kayla Chismπ

Dain Choi
Christopher Chu

Samantha Coelho
Shannen Cohenshad

Kelsey Colby
Danielle Cooper

Sophie Cross



Carmen Leeπ

Calvin Leeπ

Hyun Joo (Heidi) Lee 
John Lee

Karrie Chloe Leonado
Sophie Lipman

Julia Lisleπ

Lamoni Lucas
Savanna Lurie
Sydney Lyngπ

Regina Makπ

Nicole Manaloπ

Hannah Mansour
Natalie Martigon

Mary Rose Masangcay
Ashley Masudaπ

Tessa Mayer
Diana McAndrews

Alicia McConnell Hatchπ

Riley McGuireπ

Amanda Melchor
Sabin Min

Layne Morecraft
Sarah Morris

Katherine Narbutas
Courtney Nguyen
Elmo Luis Nicolas

Adi Nisimov
Demimae Nicole Ong

Jeffrey Palomino
Angela Pham

Sarah Almyra Presno
Jessica Pryt
Nicole Ra’ed

Samantha Randolphπ

Renee Reinbergπ

Raquel Riosπ

Lorelei Ritterπ

Lizeth Rivera

Elaina Rodriguez Garzaπ

Bridget Rogersπ

Marisa Rojo
Jennifer Saeedian

Ani Sarkissians
Michaela Scanlon

Alana Schoenhalsπ

Delaney Smith
Haleigh Smith
Morgan Smith

Yunzhe (Jenny) Songπ

Adam Strizich
Anju Takei

Katherine Tao
Ava Tehrani

Jennifer Thelenπ

Jessie Tien
Amanda To

Erika Julyann Tolentino
Kelly Toppenberg

Jenny Tran
Nicole Tutaj

Kimberly Ung
Megan Vaccaro
Kimberly Valdez

Kasey Wagstaffeπ

Thitiporn (Mil) Wajanakunakorn
Andrew Wang

Sydney Wilbanks
Karyan Wong
Kira Wongπ

Cheuk Po (Winson) Wu
Sharon Wuπ

Su-Minamy Yeu
Bethany Yew  
Samantha Yo

π denotes membership in Pi Theta Epsilon



Andrea Jenine Abad 
Deena Alhusseini

Adelita Arredondo
Eliana Bendetson

Katie Bui
Nikki Arabelle Bundang

Erika Camara
Michelle Canales

Kelly Chang
Jenny Chow

Megan Conner
Mina Delavar

Karen Diaz
Cheyenne Dixon

Nora Dixon
Erin dos Santos
Rachel Eckerling

Lindsey Edgell
Yiyang Fang

Savanna Forry
Marshae Franklin

Cecilia Garcia
Darya Heidary

Amanda Husted
Kathryn Hylton
Kaho Ishizuki
Esther Jhang

Veerali Juthani
Rachel Kent
Caroline Kim

Sun Young (Kaitlyn) Kim
Ty Kim

Kristina Kioskerides
Debbie Kuang
Evan Kuchel

Hyun Jeong (Hailey) Lee
Linda Lee

Rachel Lipari
Jodi Lipschitz

Jesie Louie
Julie Lutz

Melissa Magdangal
Shona Maher

Deanna Mannarelli
Jillian Marcucci

Jacqueline Martin
Madison McCann
Kristin McConnell

Erin McDonald
Kellie Miyashima

Katya Mokfi
Emily Morton

Katelyn Muldoon
Nikki Nguyen

Tsam Ning
Caitlin O’Donnell

Viviana Padilla
Daniel Padilla Vega

Bethrese Padini
Macy Peralta

Gwenn Petrillo
Elizabeth Phelps

Kiana Phillips
Trevor San Antonio

Prutha Satpute
Rachel Schey

Emma Schiewe
Noelle Schorn

Amy Segura
Lisa Semro

Lauren Smith
Nolan Mathew Sucdad

Christie Sue
Yu Tang

Lindsey Taylor
Marilyn Thompson

Christopher Tju
Justin Tran

2021 CANDIDATES FOR THE
DOCTORATE OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY DEGREE



Christiana Butera
Behavioral and neural influences of interoception and alexithymia on 
emotional empathy in autism spectrum disorders
Dr. Lisa Aziz-Zadeh, Committee Chair

Yun Ju (Claire) Chen
Developmental Trajectories of Sensory Patterns in Young Children With 
and Without Autism Spectrum Disorders: A Longitudinal 
Population-based Study from Infancy to School Age
Dr. Grace Baranek, Committee Chair

Cristin Holland
Developmental Trajectories, Maternal-Infant Transactions, and Child 
Outcomes of Social-Emotional Competence and Sensory Processing
Dr. Grace Baranek, Committee Chair

Kaori Lily Ito
Neural and psychosocial correlates of age-related differences in 
goal-directed and habitual decision-making
Dr. Sook-Lei Liew, Committee Chair

David Turnbull 
Community, Occupation, and Autism :  A Phenomenonology of 
Occupational Injustice
Dr. Mary Lawlor, Committee Chair

2021 CANDIDATES FOR THE
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE IN OCCUPATIONAL SCIENCE

Angelica Tuason
Kevin Uhrik

Daniela Valle
Michael Vayntrub

Jose Rafael (Raffy) Wagas
Nina Wakayama

Katherine Wechsler
Li Shan Wee

Meghan Wentzel
Nicole Yoon

Janis Yue



FACULTY MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE DEAN, CHAIR AND MRS. T.H. CHAN PROFESSOR OF
OCCUPATIONAL SCIENCE AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Grace Baranek PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

PROFESSORS
Sharon Cermak EdD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Gelya Frank PhD, MPW
Mary Lawlor ScD, OTR/L, FAOTA

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Lisa Aziz-Zadeh PhD
Shawn Roll PhD, OTR/L, RMSKS, FAOTA, FAIUM
Beth Pyatak PhD, OTR/L, CDCES, FAOTA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Amber Angell PhD, OTR/L
Sook-Lei Liew PhD, OTR/L
Bobbi Pineda PhD, OTR/L, CNT

PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY	
Erna Blanche PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA 
Katie Jordan OTD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Julie McLaughlin Gray PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Rebecca Aldrich PhD, OTR/L
Arameh Anvarizadeh OTD, OTR/L
Sarah Bream OTD, OTR/L 
Allison Chu OTD, OTR/L
Chantelle Rice Collins OTD, OTR/L, CDCES
Celso Delgado Jr. OTD, OTR/L, BCMH
Camille Dieterle OTD, OTR/L
Don Gordon PhD, OTR/L 
Ashley Halle OTD, OTR/L
Jess Holguin OTD, OTR/L
Karrie Kingsley OTD, OTR/L
Kimberly Perring Lenington OTD, OTR/L
Linda Liang OTD, OTR/L, SCLV, CLT, HTC
John Margetis OTD, OTR/L
Michael McNulty OTD, OTR/L
Stacey Morikawa OTD, OTR/L



ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY (CONT.)
Phuong Nguyen OTD, OTR/L
Emily Ochi OTD, OTR/L
Danny Park OTD, OTR/L 
Elyse Peterson OTD, OTR/L
Deborah Pitts PhD, OTR/L, BCMH, CPRP, FAOTA
Samia Rafeedie OTD, OTR/L, BCPR, CBIS
Ashley Uyeshiro Simon OTD, OTR/L, MSCS 
Shelby Surfas OTD, OTR/L
Myka Winder OTD, OTR/L

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Yasi Amanat OTD, OTR/L, CLT
Amber Bennett OTD, OTR/L
Brett Buford OTD, OTR/L
Jennifer Chan OTD, OTR/L
Candace Chatman OTD, OTR/L
Laura Cox OTD, OTR/L
Catherine Crowley OTD, OTR/L 
Rebecca Cunningham OTD, OTR/L
Heather Gates OTD, OTR/L
Janet Gunter OTD, OTR/L, SWC
Caroline Hardin OTD, OTR/L
Serena Hobson OTD, OTR/L
Lucy Hosoda OTD, OTR/L
Tracy Jalaba OTD, OTR/L
Jennifer Jones OTD, OTR/L, SWC
Kelcie Kadowaki OTD, OTR/L
Joshua M. Kotler OTD, OTR/L, CBIS
Carnie Lewis OTD, OTR/L, Neuro-IFRAH
Diego Lopez OTD, OTR/L
Marissa Marchioni OTD, OTR/L, CEAS
Ling Yu (Elena) Meng OTD, OTR/L
Stephanie Mielke OTD, OTR/L
Tessa Milman OTD, OTR/L
Kimberly Morris-Eggleston OTD, OTR/L
Jodie Murakami OTD, OTR/L, CKTP
Kristin Nxumalo OTD, OTR/L
Kristy Payne OTD, OTR/L
Kelsey Peterson OTD, OTR/L, Neuro-IFRAH



FACULTY MEMBERS (CONT.)

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY (CONT.)
Allison Phillips OTD, OTR/L Lindsey Reeves OTD, OTR/L, CEAS
Janice Rocker OTD, OTR/L, CHT, CEAS
Malia Sako OTD, OTR/L
Clarissa Saunders-Newton PhD, OTR/L
Linsey Smith OTD, OTR/L
Emily Sopkin OTD, OTR/L
Stephanie Tsai OTD, OTR/L
Bari Turetzky OTD, OTR/L
Christine Turnbull OTD, OTR/L
Samantha Valasek OTD, OTR/L
Jamie Wilcox OTD, OTR/L

INSTRUCTORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
Aimee Aguillon OTD, OTR/L, CHT
Jenna Kobara OTD, OTR/L, SWC	
Deanna Mannarelli MA, OTR/L
Whitney Pike OTR/L
Joan Vartanian OTR/L

PROFESSORS OF RESEARCH
Michael Carlson PhD
John Sideris PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF RESEARCH
Jesús Díaz OTD, OTR/L 
Stacey Schepens Niemiec PhD, OTR/L
Cheryl Vigen PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF RESEARCH
Stefanie Bodison OTD, OTR/L
Leah Stein Duker PhD, OTR/L
Christopher Laine PhD

RESEARCH ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR
Ana Verran MA, OTR/L, CDRS

ADJUNCT ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Bonnie Nakasuji OTD, OTR/L, C/NDT, FAOTA



BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Semira Dariushnia MD, DAAFP
Linda Florey PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Mary Foto OT/L, FAOTA
Mary Kay Gallagher MA, OTR/L
Grace Ho MA, MPH, OTR/L
Kathy Hoffmann-Grotting OTR/L, FAOTA
Susan Knox PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Lawrene Kovalenko MA, OTR
Keith Matsutsuyu
Colette Nagami OTR/L 
Shawn Phipps PhD, MS, OTR/L, FAOTA

FAOTA denotes a Fellow of the American Occupational Therapy Association

ADJUNCT ASSISTANT PROFESSORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Sue Bowles OTD, MBA, OTR/L
Merry Lee OTD OTR/L, SWC
Colin Lenington OTD, OTR/L, ATP, CAPS
Pamela Roberts PhD, OTR/L, SCFES, FAOTA, CPHQ, FNAP
Joan Surfus OTD, OTR/L, BCP, SWC 
André Woo OTD, OTR/L, CHT

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTORS OF CLINICAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Remy Chu Jr.  MHA, OTR/L, PAM, HTC, SWC, CSRS, CBIS, Neuro-IFRAH
Lisa Deshaies OTR/L, CHT
Heidi Dombish MS, OTR/L

PROFESSORS EMERITI
Florence Clark PhD, FAOTA
Linda Fazio PhD, OTR/L, LPC, FAOTA
William Morgan PhD
Elizabeth Yerxa EdD, LHD (Hon.), DSc (Hon.), DMed. (Hon.), OTR, FAOTA
Ruth Zemke PhD, OTR, FAOTA



2020-2021 STUDENT OFFICERS

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY AND SCIENCE COUNCIL

CHAIR
Shawn Aminirad

VICE CHAIR
Earl Sy

SECRETARIES
Sarah Morris & Jannelle Alino

TREASURERS
Sam Randolph & Calvin H. Lee

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CHAIRS
Brendan LaScala & Sophia Lancaster

GRADUATE STUDENT GOVERNMENT SENATORS
Sam Randolph & Irene Lee

FUNDRAISING CHAIRS
Jessie Tien & Camille Chapus

PHILANTHROPY CHAIRS
Adam Strizich & Emily Rourke

SOCIAL CHAIRS
Jeffrey Palomino & Candace Ro

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CHAIRS
Calvin Lee & Joana Akrofi

SOCIAL MEDIA CHAIRS
Samantha Coelho & Jessica Zhou

FACULTY LIAISONS
John J. Lee & Alyssa Matlosz

AOTA ASD REPRESENTATIVES
Jenna Freeman & Justin Telles



OTAC REPRESENTATIVES
Kayla Johari & Teresa Pham

OTSPEAKS REPRESENTATIVES
Mil Wajanakunakorn, April Gayoso, & Jernell Truong

MA-I REPRESENTATIVE
Elmo Nicolas

ADVISORS
Allison Chu & Samia Rafeedie

PI THETA EPSILON OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY HONOR SOCIETY

CO-PRESIDENTS
Kayla Gan & Renee Reinberg

VICE PRESIDENT
Stephanie Gomez-Rubalcava

SECRETARY
Raquel Rios

TREASURER
Julia Lisle

MARKETING DIRECTOR
Elaine Carreon

ADVISORS
Rebecca Aldrich & Myka Winder



Congratulations to the Class of 2021!

The students, faculty and staff of the 
USC Mrs. T.H. Chan Division of 

Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy 
extend their deepest appreciation

to the families and friends 
of the Class of 2021

for their support and encouragement!

Fight On!



Fight On for ol’ SC

Our men Fight On to victory.

Our Alma Mater dear, looks up to you

Fight On and win for ol’ SC

Fight On to victory.

Fight On!




